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conspiracy theories

Mockery of a 
perfect nation

badrya_d@kuwaittimes.net

By Badrya Darwish

Acomedy show by Funoon TV has been criticized as
insulting to migrant expats in Kuwait. I watched
the part of the show that was claimed to be insult-

ing to migrant workers, an excerpt I managed to find on
YouTube where the actor was trying to imitate an Indian
or Sri Lankan maid. The actor said he broke a bowl at
home and ran away from his employer. I find such kind
of stereotyping wrong and pathetic. We watch sickening
scenes of imitating cooks from India, Nepal, Philippines
or Timbuktu all the time. I do not know who makes these
serials and comedies and why do they think they are fun-
ny?

There are many other things we can joke about
besides insulting the culture of other nations. I under-
stand that all countries make fun and mock at other
nationalities but they do it with utmost care because
there is a thin line between mockery, comedy and sar-
casm. Especially in the West, you can be sued for
defamation. It does not exist in our vocabulary, culture
and social system. It is not the first time in Kuwait we use
mockery in our comedy shows, be it in theatre, TV series
or animation. We often run down and brand nations as if
we are the perfect nation chosen by God. Last year a TV
serial mocked Moroccan women as being easy, cheap
and using black magic. I wrote about this ridiculous
accusation at that time.  

Don’t think that I do not like to joke or watch comedy.
I love comedy shows but they have to be well-written
and skillfully done where you do not hurt the feelings of
others and you don’t run down nations, religions or
sects. Actually, it has become a habit to mock expats,
maids, cooks or drivers, something which is un-educa-
tional for our kids. Also, it goes against the teachings of
Islam. We are putting in the head of our children that dis-
crimination is ‘adi’ (normal). No it is not normal. I will be
upset if I go to another country and they mock Kuwaitis
and brand them as being lazy or anything else. In exactly
the same way we feel upset and we feel that our dignity
is hurt, so are other people from other nations and strata.

To my amazement, some of the editors heard me talk-
ing about the topic and said, “Adi. It is just a comedy.” Do
you get my drift? This is exactly the effect of such TV
series on all of us and our children. The more you watch
them, the more you stop respecting nations. And who
are we to judge others? Are we better than anybody
else? Why don’t we laugh at ourselves and leave others
alone. With Ramadan coming, I hope that we do not see
any of these silly TV series on air and we abide by the
teachings of our beautiful religion Islam. 

If all of you comedy directors are short of ideas I will
give you some - I would like to see a comedy show about
our parliamentarians and how for many years they did
not do anything for the country. I would like to see a
show on the development plan and Kuwait Airways,
about water shortages and the education system. I think
this will cover you for a couple of years to come. I am
sure that such comedy shows will be hilarious and much
funnier than the one about a runaway maid.

By Shakir Reshamwala

KUWAIT: Fayez Al-Kandari, one of two Kuwaitis still
detained at the US detention center in Guantanamo Bay
on allegations of being a member of a terrorist organi-
zation, is suing the Kuwaiti government and high-rank-
ing officials over his continued incarceration. A state-
ment issued by his lawyer Adel Abdul Hadi yesterday
said Kandari instructed him to file two cases - one hold-
ing the Kuwait government responsible for harm
caused to him following a visit to Guantanamo by a
Kuwaiti security delegation and another for wasting
public funds in the guise of working to secure his
release. “It is Al-Kandari’s intention to pursue legal
actions against the prime minister, minister of interior,
minister of foreign affairs, minister of defense, minister
of justice, minister of finance, the director of Kuwait’s
state security and the Kuwaiti ambassador to the United
States of America,” the statement said.

Abdul Hadi said Kandari is holding the government
responsible for physical and psychological harm inflict-
ed upon him following the visit of the Kuwait security
delegation, whose members he claimed interrogated
him and were privy to the mistreatment and torture of
detainees by US security and intelligence services. He
added the Kuwaiti government failed to demand from
the US government an undertaking that the detainees
would not be tortured and would be treated in accor-
dance with international principles on human rights

Continued on Page 13

ADDIS ABABA: HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Egyptian President
Mohamed Morsi on the sidelines of the African Union summit yesterday. The meeting focused on means to
strengthen friendship bonds and bolster cooperation between the two nations. The Amir also congratulated
Morsi on winning the Egyptian people’s confidence, wished him success in his tenure and stability and pros-
perity for Egypt. This is the first meeting between the two leaders since the inauguration of Egypt’s first
democratically-elected president on June 30. — KUNA 

ADDIS ABABA: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday hailed the African peoples’
aspirations filled with hope for a future dominated by
stability, prosperity and wellbeing, in a speech at the
African Union’s biannual summit yesterday. “I am
pleased to extend my sincere thanks and gratitude and
to express my happiness and pride to all of you for invit-
ing us to attend this important summit, which is being
held in Africa, a continent which has an integral and
effective role on global level,” he said.

The Amir thanked the government and people of
Ethiopia for their hospitality. “We meet here today in

this ancient capital, recalling with appreciation and
gratitude the stance of African countries in supporting
the right of Kuwait during the Iraqi invasion, a stance
which is consistent with the historical struggle of our
brothers in the African continent against injustice and
tyranny. Your countries reflected through these magnifi-
cent stances the depth of ties connecting us, the unity
of the principles and norms that bind us. We must work
on all the issues that might enhance our relations and
our partnership to the desired level that is appropriate
for handling such situations,” he said.

Continued on Page 13

Amir reaffirms Kuwait’s 
commitment to Africa 

KUWAIT: A Kuwait Airways flight to New York was
forced to make an emergency landing in Frankfurt
yesterday after a bird struck an engine of the plane
midair. The Boeing 777 had to undergo a baroscopic
inspection at the airport as a precaution to ensure
the soundness of the engine, Kuwait Airways said in
a statement. The 203 passengers on board flight KU
117 were booked in a local hotel while the jet was
being repaired, it added. In a separate incident, a KU
501 noon flight to Beirut was delayed for an hour
and later cancelled due to a technical fault, reported
the Al-Aan online news bulletin. — Agencies 

KAC jet suffers 
midair bird hit 

CAIRO: US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton met yesterday with Egypt’s top
military leaders, urging them to sup-
port a transition to civilian rule as a
political struggle triggers fears that
rights could be eroded. On the second
and final day of her visit to Egypt, the
top US diplomat also met with repre-
sentatives of the country’s 10 million-
strong Christian community, saying
afterwards Washington was “commit-
ted to protecting and advancing the
rights of all  Egyptians: men and
women, Muslim and Christian”.

Clinton’s trip to Egypt comes at a

time when a complex power struggle
is being played out between the new-
ly-elected Islamist president,
Mohamed Morsi, and the Supreme
Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF).
After meeting Morsi soon after arriv-
ing in Cairo on Saturday, Clinton yes-
terday spent more than an hour in
talks with Field Marshal Hussein
Tantawi - the country’s interim military
ruler after president Hosni Mubarak
was ousted last year. “They discussed
the political transition and the SCAF’s
ongoing dialogue with President

Continued on Page 13

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates yester-
day inaugurated a much-anticipated over-
land oil pipeline that bypasses the Strait of
Hormuz, giving the OPEC member insur-
ance against Iranian threats to block the
strategic waterway. The 380-km Abu
Dhabi Crude Oil Pipeline snakes across
western desert dunes and over the craggy
Hajar mountains to the city of Fujairah on
the UAE’s Indian Ocean coast, south of the
strait. Until now, all Emirati exports were
loaded in the Gulf and then sailed out
through Hormuz. Once it is running at full
capacity, the pipeline could allow the
country, OPEC’s third biggest exporter, to
ship as much as two-thirds of its peak pro-
duction through the eastern port city. It is
designed to carry at least 1.5 million bar-
rels a day of crude, though capacity is
expected to eventually rise to 1.8 million
barrels daily.

Efforts to bring the long-awaited
export route online have gained increased

urgency in recent months because of
repeated threats by Iranian officials to
close Hormuz if the country’s own exports
are blocked. The narrow strait is patrolled
by Iranian warships as well as by the US
Navy and its allies. It is the export route for
about 17 million barrels of oil a day, or a
fifth of the world’s oil supply. 

The chairman of Iran’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said yesterday that Tehran has a con-
tingency plan to close the key route,
though any decision to shut it rests with
the country’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei. Gen Hasan Firouzabadi’s
comments come two weeks after the
European Union enforced a total oil
embargo against Iran. The move is part of
a series of sanctions meant to force
Tehran to halt its uranium enrichment
program. The West suspects Iran is aiming
to build nuclear weapons. Iran denies the
charge.

Continued on Page 13

UAE opens pipeline bypassing Hormuz

Clinton talks democracy
with head of Egypt army 

CAIRO: Egypt’s Field Marshal Mohammed Hussein Tantawi shakes hands
with US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton upon her arrival for a meeting
yesterday. — AFP 

Tantawi raises stakes with Islamists

DUBAI: Weightlifter Khadija Mohammed practices at the Al Shabab stadi-
um. — AP 

DUBAI: Najwan El-Zawawi didn’t have the Olympics in mind
when she arrived to set up a weightlifting program in the United
Arab Emirates four years ago. Her main aim was just to recruit a
handful of girls whose families allowed them to participate, no
small task considering no Gulf nation had ever established a
women’s team. Many Emiratis in this conservative Muslim coun-
try confuse the sport with body building and some fear that
allowing their girls to participate would lead to injuries or a mas-
culine physique which could, in turn, erode marriage prospects.

The number of school girls venturing to the team’s training
gym in Dubai has grown into double figures and this year
Zawawi, a former Egyptian Olympic lifter, was rewarded for her
perseverance. The UAE team did well enough at the Asian
Weightlifting Championships in South Korea to earn a spot at
the London Olympics - a first for a Gulf country. 

“Four years ago, I thought it would be impossible to reach the
Olympics,” said Zawawi, who competed in the 69-kilogram cate-
gory at the 2000 Sydney Games. “But then we went to South
Korea and planned how as a team we could get one spot in the
Olympics. The plan was better than other countries. 

Continued on Page 13

Lifter blazes trail for Gulf women


