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enshrined in international treaties and conventions.
“Their willful omission amounts to complicity, since the
delegation was well aware of the use of torture on these
Kuwaitis but chose to turn a blind eye,” the statement
said. 

Kandari, who has been in US custody since 2002 - also
slammed the unreasonable and inexcusable waste of
public funds on the pretext that these monies were spent
for the purpose of securing his release from
Guantanamo. The statement by his lawyer said many
governments - including Kuwait - appointed civilian
lawyers to represent their citizens detained at
Guantanamo. “While the civilian lawyers appointed by
these other governments worked pro bono, those
appointed by the Kuwait government were paid huge
sums of money,” it said, adding suspicions exist on the

manner in which public funds were disbursed to cover
the fees and expenses of government-appointed law
firms and alleged proper legal channels of disbursement
were not followed.

The Pentagon last month dropped war crimes charges
against Kandari, but Kuwait’s ambassador to Washington
Sheikh Salem Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah had then said the
measure would not lead to his release because it was “a
technical procedure”. The comment led to a war of words
between the envoy and an infuriated Abdul Hadi, who
earlier this month slammed Sheikh Salem for not visiting
the two Kuwaiti detainees in Guantanamo and accused
him of “negligence and laxity” in dealing with the issue. “I
am confident that one day, justice will prevail and Al-
Kandari will once again walk our streets a free man,”
Abdul Hadi said in yesterday’s statement. Fawzi Al-Odah,
the other Kuwaiti inmate, has not been charged with any
crime but remains in detention. 

Kuwaiti languishing in Guantanamo sues...
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Sheikh Sabah stressed that this summit
convened to present to the whole world a
shining evidence of the vitality of this
union. He said that the summit’s interac-
tion with the developments and events in
the contemporary world and its effective
contribution in the development of con-
cepts and steps to counteract challenges
reflected the importance of the AU. He not-
ed that through the past years, the African
Union has realized several achievements in
its path toward sustainable development
through shared visions and consensus, par-
ticularly in building manpower capabilities
in order to have the lead in the exploitation
of natural resources that abound in the
continent, adding that there was no doubt
that the promotion of intra-African trade
represents a major economic force that
imposed a change in the way the world
deals with Africa.

Sheikh Sabah said that “in this context I
would like to point out that Kuwait has
realized the importance of development
and cooperation for the benefit of the peo-
ple and for that reason we established
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED), which has spread
its activities to 48 states out of 50 member
countries of the African Union.” KFAED con-
tributed to financing projects in different
sectors including agriculture, transport,
energy, water, sanitation, health, education,
and others with the total spending on
these activities exceeded $6.4 billion, in
addition to Kuwait’s aid and grants to the
member countries of the Union, which is
estimated at about $120 million to build
their infrastructure.

In 1996, the Fund participated in the
World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) initiative to ease the
debt burden on states, and was able to
reduce the debts for 24 countries of the
Union. The Amir said that Kuwait also

launched the “decent life initiative” by
establishing a fund with a capital of $100
million to help countries meet the basic
requirements in view of the difficulties
resulting from the global food crisis that
erupted in 2007 and 2008, followed by the
financial crisis in late 2008. Kuwait also con-
tributed to several funds that were estab-
lished in Africa to fight hunger and poverty
in amounts exceeding $300 million, and
committed to an amount of $500 million at
a donors conference for east Sudan.

On regional happenings, Sheikh Sabah
stated that “we followed with great interest
the presidential elections in Egypt, where
people exercised their democratic rights in
a civilized manner, reflecting the rich cul-
ture and civilization of the Egyptian society.
We congratulate President Mohamed
Morsi for winning the trust of his people.”
Kuwait also followed, with contentment,
the positive developments achieved in
both Tunisia and Libya, wishing all the suc-
cess to the leaderships in their endeavors
towards achieving the aspirations of their
peoples.

On Somalia, the Amir called for the
necessity of collective work and unified
effort to bring security and stability to
Somalia to return this country as an active
member in the Arab and regional arenas.
On the Middle East peace process, Sheikh
Sabah indicated that peace shall not be
achieved unless Israel was pressured into
ceasing settlement activity, and the resolu-
tions of international legitimacy are imple-
mented to enable the establishment of an
independent Palestinian state, on the prin-
ciple of land for peace and the Arab Peace
Initiative.

As for the situation in Syria, he said “it’s
imperative for the regime to meet the
demands of its people, and implement the
six-point initiative of the Joint Envoy of the
United Nations and the Arab League, Kofi
Annan, to stop the bloodshed, and to pre-
serve Syria from sliding into civil war.” The

Amir also addressed the Kuwaiti quest for
membership as an observer at the African
Union and said that “thanks to Allah and
your support, it’s an affirmation of the
awareness of Kuwait of the political, eco-
nomic and cultural importance of Africa”.
“We eagerly look forward to meet you in
Kuwait next year in a new round of our
Arab-African joint work represented at the
Arab-African Summit. Preparation for that
summit has already commenced out of the
awareness of the importance of joint work
between our countries. We understand the
magnitude of responsibility entrusted to
us, and we strive to ensure the achieve-
ment of the anticipated results,” he said. 

“I have followed with admiration the
progress of the construction of the new
headquarters of the African Union in Addis
Ababa completed in the beginning of this
year, which is an architectural work of art.
As a contribution from Kuwait in the
process of this edifice to be ready for oper-
ation, I announce that Kuwait will donate
the cost of equipping the headquarters of
the General Commission of the African
Union with all requirements. In conclusion,
we wish your summit the best to achieve
your anticipated hopes and aspirations,”
Sheikh Sabah added. 

AU Commission chairman Jean Ping
told African leaders at the opening of the
two-day summit that the AU was “pre-
pared to contribute to the establishment
of a regional force to put an end to the
activities of armed groups” in DR Congo.
No further details about the potential
force were given at the meeting, attended
by both DR Congo President Joseph
Kabila and Rwanda’s Paul Kagame, who
rejects accusations by UN experts and
Kinshasa he supports the mutiny by
Congolese troops. “The violence must end
immediately, countries of the region
ought to respect principle of non-interfer-
ence,” said UN deputy secretary general
Jan Eliasson. — Agencies 

Amir reaffirms Kuwait’s commitment to Africa 
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Emirati officials quietly began filling the new pipeline
with oil on June 30, according to the UAE embassy in
Washington. A statement from the embassy said the
project underscores the US ally’s “commitment to ensur-
ing the reliable and safe delivery of crude oil ... to global
markets”. Officials including the Emirates’ energy minister
gathered in Fujairah for the formal inauguration of the
pipeline, said Mohammed Saif Al-Afkham, the director
general of Fujairah municipality. The International
Petroleum Investment Co (IPIC), the state-run company
behind the project, confirmed that the pipeline became
operational with the first commercial shipment being
loaded onto a tanker for export.

“This is a very strategic project, it gives the options to
our clients to transport larger quantities (of oil),” UAE’s oil
minister Mohammed bin Dhaen Al-Hamli said. “I consider
this project to be complementary, so we have an alterna-
tive...to give us choice to have more than one trade
route.” “It will make other projects viable in this area, and
will also avoid more insurance and also will give access to

the open sea,” Abdulla Nasser Al-Suwaidi, the head of
state-run Abu Dhabi National Oil Co (ADNOC) said after
the opening ceremony. “By the end of the year this 1.5 m
bpd pipeline will be fully operational, which is almost 70
pct of the UAE’s crude,” IPIC’s managing director Khadem
Abdulla Al-Qubaisi said. IPIC is also planning to build a $3
billion refinery in Fujiarah with a capacity of 200,000 bpd,
due to be completed in mid-2016. Qubaisi said the proj-
ect was at its front end engineering design (FEED) and
construction was yet to start. 

The US ambassador to the UAE attended the inaugu-
ration, underscoring the project’s strategic significance.
Ambassador Michael H Corbin called the launch “a his-
toric step in establishing multiple routes for the vital flow
of oil from the Arabian Peninsula”. Although several Gulf
Arab oil and gas producers fear a shutdown of the strait
could block exports, only the UAE and Oman have coast-
lines on the Indian Ocean side of the strait. Saudi Arabia
also can avoid Hormuz by shipping its Gulf fields’ oil out-
put through ports on the Red Sea, but it would have to
significantly improve its transport infrastructure to get its
full production out. — Agencies 

UAE opens pipeline bypassing Hormuz
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Morsi,” a state department official told reporters at
the end of the talks. The two also discussed an econom-
ic package proposed by Clinton and “Tantawi stressed
that this is what Egyptians need most now, help getting
the economy back on track,” the official said.

Tantawi later raised the stakes in the military’s politi-
cal standoff with the Muslim Brotherhood, saying the
armed forces will not allow a “certain group” to domi-
nate the country. Tantawi did not specify the
Brotherhood, but his reference that the military would
not allow the group to hold sway was clear. “Egypt will
never fall. It belongs to all Egyptians and not to a certain
group - the armed forces will not allow it,” Tantawi told
reporters after a handover ceremony for the transfer of
command of the armed forces’ 2nd Army in the Suez
Canal city of Ismailia.

“The armed forces will not allow anyone, especially
those pushed from outside, to distract it from its role as
the protector of Egypt,” he said. “The army will never
commit treason and will continue to perform its duties
until Egypt reaches the shores of safety.” Tantawi has
made similar comments at least once in the past, but it
was the first time he made the statement since Morsi’s
inauguration. It was an authoritative signal that the mil-
itary has no intention of giving the Brotherhood a free
rein.

Clinton has repeatedly called on the military to
respect the outcome of the elections and told a news
conference on Saturday that her talks with Tantawi
would focus on “working to support the military’s return
to a purely national security role”. Morsi, Egypt’s first
democratically elected president, is locked in a standoff
with the military after he ordered parliament to recon-
vene, defying an army decision to disband the house.
But a declaration issued by the SCAF before Morsi was
sworn in - which acts as a temporary constitution -

granted the military sweeping powers, including leg-
islative control, even though they handed over to Morsi
on June 30. While Morsi’s decree was applauded by sup-
porters, it set off a firestorm of criticism from opponents
who accused him of overstepping his authority.

Choosing her words carefully in the politically-
charged atmosphere, Clinton said “it is very clear that
Egyptians are in the midst of complex negotiations
about the transition including the make-up of parlia-
ment, a new constitution and the full powers of the
president”. “Democracy is hard,” she said. “It requires dia-
logue and compromise and real politics. We are encour-
aged and we want to be helpful. But we know that it is
not for the United States to decide, it is for the Egyptian
people to decide.”

Hundreds of protesters had gathered outside the US
embassy and later Clinton’s hotel to denounce what
they said was “US interference in domestic affairs”, the
official MENA news agency reported. The US and
Egyptian militaries have had a 30-year close alliance,
and at the chaotic news conference one Egyptian
reporter repeatedly tried to ask Clinton why the US had
resumed its $1.3 billion in annual military aid. A senior
state department official said Clinton would “encourage
Tantawi... to engage in dialogue and to avoid the kind
of confrontation that could potentially lead to the tran-
sition veering off track”.

Clinton’s meeting with Christian leaders comes after
women and religious minorities expressed fears their
rights could be rolled back following the post-revolu-
tion rise of the Islamists. “I came to Cairo, in part, to send
a very clear message that the United States supports
the rights, the universal rights of all people,” Clinton
said. “We are going to look to any elected government
to support inclusivity, to make sure that the talents of
every Egyptian can be put to work in building a new
future for this ancient and incredibly important coun-
try,” she said. — Agencies  

Clinton talks democracy with head of...
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We knew we could do better at qualifying at heavy-
weight and superheavyweight division.”

Four girls returned to the UAE to compete for the one
spot and Khadija Mohammed, a frizzy-haired, 17-year-old
student with a disarming smile, was chosen. She has only
been lifting for two years but now has the chance to make
history in the 75-kilogram category. “I am so happy and I
will challenge myself and I will work hard to win a medal,”
said Mohammed, speaking above the clang of weights and
laughter of her teammates mastering the clean and jerk
and snatch. “I will be so happy to represent the UAE and
accomplish something for the country.”

Mohammed will not only make history as the first female
lifter from the Gulf at the Olympics but the first female
Emirati to qualify outright for the Olympics. The UAE sent its
first two women the Olympics in 2008 - among them
Sheikha Maitha bint Mohamed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, the
daughter of the Dubai ruler - but they both received wild-
card invitations from the International Olympic Committee.

Mohammed also will be the first woman weightlifter to
wear a hijab or Muslim headscarf at the Olympics as well as
a newly-approved unitard that covers most of her body. She
is not expected to challenge for a medal because she is less
experienced than the favorites in her weight category,
which includes Nadezda Evstyukhina of Russia, Svetlana
Podobedova of Kazakhstan and Lidia Valentin of Spain. She
only finished seventh in qualifying.

But taking the stage in the UAE colors will go a long way
to establishing the sport for women in the region. “It will be
a shocking thing for people to know that a girl (from the
UAE) is participating,” Mohammed said, dismissing those
who have criticized the female weightlifters on social net-
working sites as not being true Emiratis and being an
embarrassment to the country. “In the UAE, it is a girls’ sport
as the girls qualified, not the boys.”

Her teammate and friend Alanood Abdulla Faraj said
Mohammed’s participation in London will be a boon to

women. “I’ve been told this is not for women and this will
ruin my body and that we should just go shopping,” Faraj
said. “Women can do more. There are women who are min-
isters, presidents of countries who are women. So the status
of women will only go higher by playing this sport.”

There are already supporters for the women.
Mohammed’s family encouraged her to make the switch
from football and the Emirates Weightlifting Federation has
been quick to embrace her success. “Of course, we are really
proud of this big achievement,” said Faisal Yousif Hammadi,
the federation’s secretary general who attended a promo-
tional event aimed at introducing Mohammed to the pub-
lic. “It is maybe a hard sport. In the Gulf, they are keeping
their culture,” he said. “But after they saw our achievements,
Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait and Qatar have started to think
about building a team, hiring a women’s coach.”

The International Weightlifting Federation also has wel-
comed the UAE’s progress and expects more Muslim coun-
tries to follow the nation’s path after it changed its policies
last year to allow a one-piece uniform covering the full
body. It always allowed a hijab. “This success is a great
achievement for weightlifting and reinforces its ideals of
inclusion and openness,” IWF President Tamas Ajan said in
an email. “The participation of Ms Mohammed is a driving
force to encourage more women to start practicing
weightlifting not only within the Gulf Countries, but all
around the world.”

But the team’s success has yet to bring rewards at home.
The federation operates out of a villa and has struggled just
to find space for the men’s and women’s teams to train. They
were renting a rundown weight room in a Dubai sports club
but have been told that lease will be cancelled later this year.
The teams also lack funding to set up adequate training
camps outside the country or attend more than a handful of
competitions each year. “I hope the government and federa-
tion takes more interest and provide more support for the
girls,” El Zawawi said. “I feel bad because we don’t get any
support. I have dreams in the future of four or five girls
going to the Olympics. But I need support.” — AP 

Weightlifter blazes a trail for Gulf women

People try to extinguish the fire after
a man set himself alight in Tel Aviv
late on Saturday during a rally mark-
ing the anniversary of a wave of
demonstrations that swept the coun-
try to protest the high cost of living
and other social issues. He was rushed
to a hospital where he is being treated
for serious burns, police said. — AP 


