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On September 17, 2011, the Prime Minister of 

Kuwait, Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-

Sabah, went to Washington DC for “frank talks” 

with Vice President Joseph Biden and Secretary 

of State Hillary Clinton.  One of the main issues 

concerned the dire situation facing my client 

Fayiz al-Kandari--a man held in a cage and 

brutally tortured for more than ten years by one 

of Kuwait’s closest allies.  To this day, neither 

my colleague Lt Col Barry Wingard nor I have 

been consulted by the Prime Minister or 

provided an opportunity to inquire about his efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historically, I believe there can only be three possible reasons the United 

States has ignored Kuwait's pleas for the return of its citizens:  The US 

government either views Kuwait as 

incompetent, does not trust Kuwait, or 

does not respect Kuwait interests.  

Given that Kuwait has successfully 

cared for thousands of US troops 

virtually without incident for more 

than a decade, neither of the first two 

are supportable.  Consequently, I must 

conclude the United States' 

I must conclude the United 

States' unwillingness to return 

Kuwait's citizens stems from a 

lack of respect for Kuwait's 

interests. 

Now is the time for the Kuwaiti government 

and the Kuwaiti people to take a more 

forceful stance. 

My client Fayiz al-Kandari--a man held in 

a cage and brutally tortured for more than 

ten years by one of Kuwait’s closest allies. 
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Certainly the United States came to Kuwait's defense in its most dire hour.  

Since then, however, the relationship has been largely one-sided, with 

Kuwait doing everything the US has requested.  In return, the United 

States has been unwilling even to honor a request as basic as returning two 

citizens held without trial for ten years.  The US has imposed various 

conditions for such return, including construction of a multi-million KD 

reintegration center.  But, 

whenever Kuwait met any 

such condition, the United 

States would impose a new 

condition. Finally, when it 

became clear Kuwait would 

continue to satisfy US requirements, the United States simply withdrew 

from such negotiations. 

  

 

 

Since then, discussions between the two countries have amounted to 

Kuwait politely requesting the return of its citizens and the United States 

agreeing to "review" the matter.  It would be an extremely cruel hoax if 

the Prime Minister's most recent appeal and grand pronouncement from 

Washington amount to nothing more than diplomatic doublespeak.  If that 

is the case, instead of characterizing the discussions as "very successful," I 

would characterize them as simply more of the same--a demonstration of 

the United States' complete lack of respect for Kuwait's legitimate interest 

in its own citizens.  In fact, Vice President Biden's press release following 

the meeting makes no mention of Guantanamo, let alone the imprisoned 

sons of Kuwait.   

 

 

Now is the time for the Kuwaiti 

government and the Kuwaiti people to take 

a more forceful stance.  Returning Fayiz 

Al-Kandari and Fawzi Al-Odah to Kuwait 

will not be a victory for any particular 

group or political faction; rather, it will be 

a victory for all Kuwaitis. 

Finally, when it became clear Kuwait 

would continue to satisfy US 

requirements, the United States simply 

withdrew from such negotiations. 



 

 

 

 

Lt Col Wingard and I are more than willing to assist the Prime Minister in 

taking meaningful steps to secure the return of Kuwait's sons.  We ask 

only that we be consulted.  In the alternative, if the Kuwaiti government 

has no genuine interest in seeking justice for its imprisoned citizens, we 

need to know that as well and we will adjust accordingly. 
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