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Acquittal for been involved in. “There is already an ongo-
ing parliamentary inquiry into the issue so
enough of these baseless accusations,” she
said.

Regarding the controversy surrounding the
rejection of the temporary committee for
youth and sports during the inaugural session
on Tuesday, Al-Rashed said that this is occur-
ring because the supporters of the committee
are merely eager to implement the sports laws
and resolve the situation. 

He added that the formation of the com-
mittee may be requested again in four months
time and asserted that the move to grill the
Prime Minister is not related to the sports and
youth issue.

“I blame the 34 MPs who expressed their
approval for the formation of the committee
and, when the voting took place, they became
25. How did this happen?” he questioned.

MP Saadoun Hammad said that the sports
and youth case will be handled by the Health
and Social Affairs Committee during this leg-
islative round, however MP Dr. Aseel Al-
Awadhi stated that the committee has not dis-
cussed its priorities nor has formed its sched-
ule as of yet.

“Those who have conspired to cancel the
sports and youth committee have to be
responsible for this delay in resolving the
case and the neglect of the youth who have
put their trust in the committee,” she said.

On his part, MP Saleh Al-Mulla said that
the cancellation of the committee “is a clear
message that the government is determined to
protect corruption in the country.”

“The message that’s been formed in peo-
ple’s mind now is that exclusion will be the
fate of any panel that dares to expose corrup-
tion. The committee did not merely handle
issues pertaining to athletes only. However, it
was shedding light on the problems of the all
youth. Whoever agreed to cancel the panel
failed to consider this,” he said.

Al-Mulla added that the Health and Social
Affairs Committee will not have enough time
to follow up on the sports cases due to their
other pending concerns.
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sixth suspect is already serving a life sentence
for a 2002 attack on the US military in
Kuwait that killed an American soldier.

The other five defendants were released
after their acquittal by the lower court on May
10.

The two men acquitted in absentia are
Mohsen al-Fadhli, who has been wanted by
Kuwaiti security forces for the past five years,
and Mohammad al-Dossari, who is on trial in
Lebanon on terrorism charges.

The trial had focussed on an alleged plot to
attack the US military base at Arifjan, 70 kms
(45 miles) south of Kuwait City, the largest
US military facility in Kuwait and home to
thousands of troops.

The accused said that purported confes-
sions presented to the court had been extract-
ed under torture.

The prosecution can still take the case to
Kuwait’s highest court but Abdulhadi said he
thought that unlikely.

Meanwhile, the Court of Appeals sen-
tenced seven of the 11 suspects, who had
been accused of participating in ‘jihad’ (holy
war) in Afghanistan, to three years in jail with
hard labor but acquitted the remaining four
suspects.

Case files indicate the seven suspects
encouraged the four others to engage in
‘jihad’ activities.  One of them is said to have
shown videos of these activities, participants
in other countries and fighting techniques to
persuade four gullible men to carry out ter-
rorist acts in Afghanistan. He also provided
them with audio recordings of lectures on
various ‘jihad’ activities.  

Newswatch
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financing terrorist activities and spreading false
information,” according to their indictment.

The defendants who appeared in the court
rejected the charges, while the other two
accused are being tried in absentia as they are
abroad. (AFP)

❑        ❑        ❑

WASHINGTON: The United States and its
European allies are preparing a new offer to
Iran on a possible nuclear fuel swap that would
include tougher conditions than those rejected
by Tehran last year, the New York Times said.

The newspaper cited a senior US official as
saying the Obama administration and its part-
ners were “very close to having an agreement”
on a position to present to Tehran in negotiations
the West hopes will get under way in Vienna
next month.

But it added that intelligence analysts had
concluded that last year’s fuel exchange propos-
al was scuttled by Iran’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and that many offi-
cials therefore suspected that this latest effort
would also fail. (RTRS)

❑        ❑        ❑

TEHRAN: A top Iranian reformist from a
banned political party was released on bail by
the authorities on Thursday, two weeks after he
was arrested, an opposition website reported.

The report did not specify how much bail Ali
Shakouri-rad had to pay to secure his release.

Shakouri-rad, a leader from the Islamic Iran
Participation Front and former member of par-
liament, was arrested on Oct 13 for what Tehran
prosecutor Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi had said
were “security reasons.” (AFP)

❑        ❑        ❑

PARIS: France denounced Thursday new
threats of attacks from Islamist militant leader
Osama bin Laden, and played down his ties to
the kidnappers of five French nationals held
hostage in the Sahara.

Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner said
France was in a state of “extreme vigilance” but
that the grim warning had come as no surprise,
and he played down Bin Laden’s ability to influ-
ence events from his current hideout.

Kouchner was reacting after the author of a
taped message purportedly from the al-Qaeda
kingpin said that five French hostages kid-
napped in the Sahara had been taken as a warn-
ing and threatened more attacks on French inter-
ests. (AFP)

❑        ❑        ❑

MOSCOW: Russia on Thursday called on the
United States to carry out a detailed investiga-
tion into allegations contained in leaked Iraq
war documents published by the whistleblowing
website WikiLeaks.

“The US authorities bear the responsibility to
conduct a thorough, independent and transparent
investigation of all the reports that have
appeared in the media,” the Russian foreign
ministry said in a statement. (AFP)

❑        ❑        ❑

BAGHDAD: The Iraqi prime minister’s politi-
cal opponents demanded Thursday for parlia-
ment to hold a special session to investigate
claims that prisoners have been tortured by his
government.

The demands by about 50 members of the
Sunni-backed Iraqiya political alliance also puts
more pressure on acting parliament Speaker
Fouad Massoum as he weighs how soon to call
lawmakers back to work.

Allegations of Iraqi forces brutalizing prison
detainees surfaced last week in a cache of near-
ly 400,000 secret US military documents
released by online whistle-blower WikiLeaks.

The papers cited years of prison abuse
reports, including some after Shiite Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki took office in May
2006. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

BAGHDAD: Officials say a suicide bomber has
blown up his car outside a police checkpoint in
northern Iraq, killing one policeman and injur-
ing seven.

Police said the attack Thursday morning was
in the city of Mosul, a former al-Qaeda in Iraq
stronghold 225 miles (360 kms) northwest of
Baghdad that is mostly populated by rival
Sunnis and Kurds. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

HOLTS SUMMIT, Missouri: Authorities
searched Wednesday for a gunman after three
people were killed and another wounded in cen-
tral Missouri.

University Hospital in Columbia, where one
of the victims was in critical condition, was on
lockdown because authorities feared the gun-
man could show up. The University of Missouri-
Columbia said no other buildings on campus
were affected. “We believe the rest of the cam-
pus is safe at this time,” university police chief,
Jack Watring, said. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

LONDON: The British Library is inviting peo-
ple to have their voices recorded as part of a
project to chart the way English pronunciation
and accents are changing.

It wants visitors to an upcoming exhibition to
record themselves reading a passage from the
children’s book “Mr Tickle.”

Linguists say pronunciation is constantly
evolving. Young British people are more likely
to call the eighth letter of the alphabet “haitch,”
rather than “aitch,” and pronounce the past tense
of “to eat” as “ate” instead of the old-fashioned
“et.” (AP)

Alert on
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of those who were purportedly invited to par-
ticipate in the demonstration arrived at the
venue.

The area surrounding the television station
looked like a military camp due to the heavy
security presence, including high-ranking
officials, such as Assistant Undersecretary for
Public Security Affairs Brigadier General
Khaleel Al-Shamali, Capital Security
Directorate Chief Brigadier General Tareq
Hamadah, Rescue Patrols Department
Director Major Yousef Al-Hamlan and the
Capital Investigations Department director.

Meanwhile, Scope TV highlights public
opinion in its programs rather than that of the
owner, reports Al-Anba daily quoting owner
of the channel Fajer Al-Sa’eed.  

Al-Sa’eed made the statement in a live pro-
gram aired on the channel Thursday. The sta-
tion resumed its operations after being
attacked by 250 people several days ago.  She
considers the attack part of the dues paid by
every media outfit while performing their
duties.

Asserting the channel airs divergent opin-
ions even those against the owner’s beliefs to
ensure objective reporting, Al-Sa’eed stressed
the station has a moral obligation to respect
the opinions of all viewers because the law
guarantees their freedom of expression.  She
said, “We are a free channel which is open to
everybody.”  She clarified the points of view
of Saud Al-Wara and Talal Al-Sa’eed do not
represent that of the station, indicating they
have the right to express their own views.  

Tech helps
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British medical journal The Lancet, Khan’s
project got lots of attention from profession-
als who have run everything from music fes-
tivals to the Olympics to the biggest annual
gathering of all, the hajj pilgrimage, which
brings more than two million Muslims to
nearby Makkah.

Mass gatherings — defined as any large
event with the potential to overwhelm local
health service capabilities — pose particular-
ly complex security and health challenges,
said Brian McCloskey, who is the leader in
health planning for the 2012 London
Olympics.

“Small things become big things quickly...
We have to respond to things at a much lower
threshold,” he said.

The hajj has long experienced health emer-
gencies, from stampedes to outbreaks of
meningitis. The pace of the ritual require-
ments of the four-day event, a once-in-a-life-
time duty for many Mulsims, raises the risks.

“The majority of pilgrims are older, which
increases the complications,” said Ziad al-
Memish, assistant deputy minister at the
Saudi health ministry, which co-sponsored
the conference.

Last year, the threat of the newly-surfaced

Stuxnet leap in
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“Having it out there certainly makes it eas-
ier for someone else to produce something
similar,” he said.

A host of nations including the United
States, China, Russia and Britain are pouring
more resources into cyber warfare, viewing it
as key to their national security.

Whilst the most sensitive systems such as
nuclear power plants usually have protection
advice from national security agencies, pri-
vate firms operating utility, refinery and man-
ufacturing plants get less support.

Corrupting their programming could still
kill, and even the suspicion of infection could
force a system shutdown.

“Stuxnet will live on — it will be the zom-
bie of our nightmares,” blogged German
expert Ralph Langner, one of the first to iden-
tify it. “It provides a blueprint for aggressive
attacks on control systems that can be applied
generically.”

A handful of firms dominate the infrastruc-
ture control system market: Emerson and
Honeywell from the US, Britain’s Invensys,
Germany’s Siemens, Switzerland’s ABB and
Japan’s Yokogawa.

Windows software tends to underpin
almost all systems, with all seen likely to
have previously undiscovered “zero day” vul-
nerabilities.

Canadian Muslims
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they no longer fit in an old three-by-seven-
meter (10-by-23-foot) caravan used until now
for prayers.

The congregation could not afford to build
a new mosque in the town, where prices for
labor and materials are substantially higher
than in southern parts of Canada, project
coordinator Ahmad Alkhalaf said previously.

But they found a supplier of prefabricated
buildings in Manitoba that said it could ship a
structure to Inuvik for half the price of build-
ing a mosque from scratch on site.

A local Muslim charity — the Zubaidah
Tallab Foundation of Thompson, Manitoba
— also offered to pick up the costs for the
140-square meter (1,500-square foot) facility,
Alkhalaf said.

And so, at the end of August the tiny yel-
low mosque’s voyage began on the back of
truck, winding through the vast prairies and
woods of Western Canada toward Hay River
on the shores of Great Slave Lake, Northwest
Territories.

From there it was transferred onto a barge
and floated down the McKenzie River to
Inuvik, about 200 kms (124 miles) north of
the Arctic Circle.

The worshippers — largely Sunni Muslim
immigrants from Sudan, Lebanon and Egypt
who moved to Canada’s far north in search of
jobs and economic opportunities — are to
hold an open house on Nov 5.

The facility will also double as a Muslim
community center.

Charges fly
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Head of the previous Interior and Defense
Committee MP Askar Al-Anezi said that
investigations into the release of the two con-
victed Iranians have been completed and the
final report referred to the National
Assembly. Meanwhile, tribal MPs discredited
the report and accused the Independent MP of
having close ties with the minister. The
Interior and Defense Committee has yet to
elect its chairman and rapporteur.

Speaking to the press, Al-Rashed clarified
that his law firm partner, Yacoub Al-Sana,
was assigned to defend the suspects and
requested the MOI to immediately refer them
to court for a fair trial. He added that his col-
league did not request for their release, how-
ever they immediately left the country when
they were proven innocent and discharged. 

Al-Rashed noted that the Iranians do not
have any ties with Iran except by nationality.
They were born in Kuwait and have Kuwaiti
relatives in the country.

“The issue is larger than the case of the
Iranians. In fact, there are some who have
sworn to bring down the Minster of Interior
but were not able to fulfill this promise.
Therefore, they are trying again and again to
do so,” he revealed.

Al-Rashed expressed his support for the
government and asserted that he will stand
against those who keep pressing for the inter-
pellation of the minister.

On her part, MP Dr. Maasouma Al-
Mubarak strongly condemned the “shameful
and immoral” action of bringing her name
into the Iranian case, a case she has never

Stuxnet exploited at least four separate
zero day vulnerabilities, a sign of its com-
plexity — it is rare for even two to be target-
ed at the same time. Those particular holes
are now being closed with software patches,
but meanwhile Stuxnet has quietly copied and
sent itself around the world.

Most users it passed through would never
have noticed. It would have uploaded itself,
scanned their system, found it was not in its
target and moved on, meanwhile sending data
back to its creator via now-blocked websites
in Denmark and Malaysia.

The target itself was likely kept separate
from the Internet for security, but it would
have entered the system through an infected
USB stick before taking control.

“Stuxnet does a lot of things we haven’t
seen before,” said CSFI’s Langill, an oil sec-
tor cyber security consultant for Houston-
based ENGlobal. “It is able to conceal itself
within the system. It is able to reprogram
code and then conceal (that).”

Experts always knew a Stuxnet-like attack
was possible. But no one had seen an appar-
ently working version until this summer. By
then, it had already been circulating since
2009, apparently updated by its creators
sometime this year.

Iranian officials say the worm infected
some computers at its Bushehr nuclear plant
but deny it delayed start-up.

If it did real damage, few expect Tehran —
or any other victim — ever to admit it.
Israel’s intelligence services are widely sus-
pected, but few expect them to come forward
either.

But as well as representing a technical

breakthrough in its own right, Stuxnet relied
on lax security systems — unchanged default
passwords and poor control around the use of
pin drives.

H1N1 swine flu sparked a global mobilisation
to limit outbreaks during the pilgrimage and
prevent it from accelerating the disease’s
spread worldwide.

In the end, the flu blew itself out, with the
help of vaccinations, monitoring and a less
potent than expected virus. Less than 130
infections were detected during the event and
only five pilgrims died.

But it demonstrated the need to have
detailed data on the origins and destinations
of people attending the hajj and other such
events.

Working together with HealthMap, a well-
established online disease early-alert system,
Toronto-based Bio.diaspora aims to under-
stand the air transport system as a conduit for
disease.

“In the span of just a few weeks, it can dis-
seminate the diseases to places they didn’t
exist,” said Khan.

“We are for the first time putting the two
pieces together... We actually can potentially
confront infectious disease threats globally
before they find their way into mass gather-
ings.”

For events like the hajj, the researchers
behind the Bio.diaspora project at St.
Michael’s Hospital in Toronto are aiming to
collate traveller origin and disease locations
down to the district level.

For instance, Khan says, for the hajj they
would know better to focus on a disease out-
break in Indonesia if it was in predominantly
Muslim East Java than if it was from largely
Christian Irian Jaya.

“We just want to prioritise where we put
our energy,” he said.

Two driverless vehicles, equipped with laser scanners and cameras to detect and help avoid obstacles, travel on the Shanghai Expo 
site to attend the official celebration of their arrival in Shanghai, China, Oct 28. (AP)

Without driver or map, vans go from Italy to China

Across Eastern Europe, Russia,
Kazakhstan and the Gobi Desert — it cer-
tainly was a long way to go without getting
lost.

Four driverless electric vans success-
fully ended an 8,000 miles (13,000 kms)
test drive from Italy to China — a modern-
day version of Marco Polo’s journey
around the world — with their arrival at
the Shanghai Expo on Thursday.

The vehicles, equipped with four solar-
powered laser scanners and seven video

cameras that work together to detect and
avoid obstacles, are part of an experi-
ment aimed at improving road safety and
advancing automotive technology.

The sensors on the vehicles enabled
them to navigate through wide extremes
in road, traffic and weather conditions,
while collecting data to be analyzed for
further research, in a study sponsored by
the European Research Council.

“We didn’t know the route, I mean what
the roads would have been and if we

would have found nice roads, traffic, lots
of traffic, medium traffic, crazy drivers or
regular drivers, so we encountered the
lot,” said Isabella Fredriga, a research
engineer for the project.

Though the vans were driverless and
mapless, they did carry researchers as
passengers just in case of emergencies.
The experimenters did have to intervene
a few times — when the vehicles got
snarled in a Moscow traffic jam and to
handle toll stations. (AP)

Left: Former US soldier who fought on Iwo Jima during the World War II, Franklin Hobbs, (right), and Chie Takekawa, whose father
was killed in the same battle, hold a framed letter and a photo of her sister during a press conference at the  Foreign Correspondents
Club of Japan in Tokyo, Oct 28. Right: Framed photo of the baby Japanese girl and a letter to her father is shown at the press con-

ference. (AP)

About 12,000 Japanese are still classified as
missing in action and presumed killed on the
island, along with 218 Americans.

Japan’s government announced last week it
is investigating two sites believed to be mass

graves that may contain as many as 2,000 of
the dead. Officials say it could take months to
collect the remains, and identification is
expected to be extremely difficult.

The battle for the tiny volcanic island

became a symbol and rallying point for the
United States after the US flag was raised on
its highest ground, Mount Suribachi.

For Hobbs, it was simply a killing field.
“It was just death everywhere, and I hated

Hobbs returns to Japan for first time since WW II

Iwo Jima mementos bring closure to Japanese family
TOKYO, Oct 28, (AP): For decades, the faded
photograph of a baby Japanese girl and a
child’s colorful drawing hung on a wall in the
home of Franklin Hobbs III in America.

As a 21-year-old US soldier fighting on Iwo
Jima, one of the bloodiest battles of World War
II, Hobbs found them in the pocket of a fallen
Japanese soldier and took them as a souvenir.

Until recently, he tried not to think too much
about the battle or the photo and drawing.
Then, a few years ago, at his wife’s suggestion,
he decided to try to give them back.

For the girl in the photo and her sister, they
meant the world.

Hobbs, now 86, returned to Japan this week
for the first time since the war and met with
one of the daughters whose life he changed by
returning the items. 

Chie Takekawa had drawn the picture of an
air raid drill that Hobbs found on her father —
a man she barely knew and whose remains
have never been found.

“As a child, I had always wondered when
my father would come home from the war,”
Takekawa, 74, said Thursday with a beaming
Hobbs by her side. “I feel like he has actually
come back after all these years. I am very
grateful.”

The story of the mementos very nearly

ended on Hobbs’ wall.
Hobbs — himself an orphan from an early

age — said he first found them in an envelope
on a Japanese soldier lying dead outside a large
cave. A corporal in the Army Signal Corps,
Hobbs had just survived an intense battle on
the beach, dug in deep with a buddy and eating
raw bacon for three days.

When the fighting had calmed enough, he
was assigned to drive a truck to help set up
lines of communication for the US troops. He
was steering up a hill when he came upon sev-
eral other Americans searching the bodies of
three dead Japanese.

One of them was 36-year-old Matsuji
Takekawa.

“I saw the letter sticking out and I said, ‘I
don’t want any swords or anything, but I think
I’ll take this letter.’ I just picked it up, I sup-
pose out of curiosity. But I felt a little bad
about it at the time.”

Hobbs took it with him when Japan’s sur-
render that August meant he could leave the
island after eight months.

He considered himself lucky.
The battle, which began on Feb. 19, 1945,

and lasted more than a month, claimed 6,821
American and 21,570 Japanese lives.

Closure for the Japanese families is rare.

it,” he said.
Hobbs graduated from Harvard Business

School, married and raised a family. His wife
framed the mementos and put them up in one
of their sons’ rooms. Hobbs never discussed
his memories of the war.

“My kids didn’t know what the drawing
was; they thought maybe their mother had
drawn it,” he said. “I never really told my kids
because there wasn’t that much to tell.”

He later divorced, and when his new wife,
Marge, was going through his things at their
home in Brookline, Massachusetts, she noticed
the mementos and suggested Hobbs try to
return them. They contacted a family friend,
Reiko Wada, who could read the address on
the envelope.

Though the address was outdated, Wada
contacted the Japanese health ministry —
which keeps records for pensions — and was
able to find the family in the northern Japan
city of Sanjo, where it owns a liquor store. To
Wada’s surprise, the baby in the photo — Yoko
Takekawa — was living in New Jersey, where
she had moved to do missionary work.

On a trip to Japan two years ago, Wada
turned the photo and drawing over to Japanese
officials, who had them delivered to the older
sister, Chie, who still lives in Japan.

Never too late to start

NEW YORK, Oct 28, (RTRS): Women who
take regular brisk walks have a lower risk of
developing breast cancer after menopause
— and it’s never too late to start, according
to a US study.

Research has shown that very active
women are less likely to develop breast can-
cer than their sedentary peers, but little has
been known about the effects of moderate
exercise and whether less active women
who start exercising get similar results.

In a study reported in the Archives of
Internal Medicine, A. Heather Eliassen and
a research team at Harvard reviewed data
from nearly 100,000 postmenopausal
women, following them for 20 years.

There are many risk factors for breast
cancer that women have no control over,
such as family history of the disease or the
age at which they began menstruating,
Eliassen told Reuters Health.

But physical activity “is one of the few
breast cancer risk factors that women can do

something about. And it’s never too late.”
Over the course of the study, the women

reported how active they were and what
types of exercise they got.

Those who scheduled at least an hour of
brisk walking per day, or an equivalent
amount of activity, were 15 percent less
likely to get breast cancer than those who
walked less than one hour per week.

Brisk walking was defined as roughly
three to four miles per hour, at a speed at
which it’s harder to hold a conversation than
when casually strolling.

Even those who got little exercise before
menopause but boosted their activity after-
wards were 10 percent less likely to devel-
op breast cancer than those who stayed
inactive.

Overall, five in 100 women got breast
cancer over 20 years.

Brisk walking appeared to be the most
protective against breast cancer, outweigh-
ing swimming, hiking or jogging. But

Eliassen noted that walking was also the
most common form of exercise, which may
have skewed the results.

Regular exercise was associated with
lower risk even after removing the potential
influence of drinking and weight.

The design of the study did not allow for
proof that exercise caused less breast cancer
because there may also have been other fac-
tors common to the women in the study that
also prevented breast cancer.

But it was “suggestive,” even though it is
unclear why exercise would have that
impact, Eliassen said.

While research has already shown that
exercise reduces the amount of estrogen in
the blood, this study also showed that exer-
cise also reduced the risk of breast cancers
that aren’t influenced by estrogen.

“Physical activity also has an effect on
chronic inflammation, and insulin sensitivi-
ty. So there are ways in which physical
activity could be acting,” she added.

Lower breast cancer risk for brisk walkers


