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WASHINGTON, Oct 28, (Agencies): The
Justice Department has reached an agree-
ment or won a court order in 14 US states
and territories to protect more than 65,000
overseas and military voters ahead of the
Nov 2 elections, Assistant Attorney
General Thomas Perez said Wednesday.

Perez, who heads the department’s civil
rights division, told reporters that the
department sued four states and Guam in
September and October over violations of
the 2009 Military and Overseas Voter
Empowerment Act, which expanded pro-
tections for overseas absentee voters.

The law requires that ballots be sent to
military and overseas voters at least 45
days before a federal election so jurisdic-
tions have time to count those ballots.

For various reasons — Perez said
“there’s no excuse that’s a legitimate
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LONDON, Oct 28, (AFP): The Virgin
Atlantic airline blasted the rise in Britain’s
airport departure tax being introduced
Monday, warning that many families
would be priced out of a holiday.

Virgin Atlantic said Friday that the Air
Passenger Duty (APD) hikes would make
holidays “unaffordable for many”, while
other airlines are also fuming and tourist
destinations fear a plunge in business.

The tax, imposed at the point of pur-
chase, is going up by 55 percent for the
longest flights.

“Holidays are an essential part of our
lives and are valued even more in these dif-
ficult economic times,” said Julie
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By Jaber Al-Humoud
Special to the Arab Times

and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Oct
28: The Court of
Appeals acquitted eight
suspects – two of them
tried in absentia – in
the Camp Arifjan
bomb plot case, includ-
ing the son of a former
lawmaker, but upheld
the decision of a lower
court, which had previ-
ously sentenced nine
other suspects to three
months in jail with
hard labor.

The Court of First Instance
had earlier affirmed the inno-
cence of eight suspects, who
presented medical reports
proving that they were tor-
tured and forced to admit the
charges. The Court of
Appeals later upheld the ver-
dict and declared the suspects
not guilty.

According to the lawyers of
the suspects, their clients are
loyal to Kuwait and HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah; hence, they will not
do anything to harm the nation.
They added their clients
respect the laws of the land and
will not tarnish the image of
Kuwait.

On the other hand, the court
found nine other suspects
guilty of joining training pro-
grams on how to use firearms
with the intention of attacking
allied forces in Afghanistan;
thereby, posing a grave threat
to the harmonious relations
between the two nations.

“The appeals court today
confirmed the acquittal issued
by the criminal court in May
against all the defendants,”
defence lawyer Adel Abdulhadi
told AFP.

He said the defence team
was considering suing the inte-
rior ministry for damages as the
court had also upheld the lower
court’s ruling that the men had
been tortured by the Gulf
state’s security service.

Five of the men were arrest-
ed in August last year while a
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ing permission to organize a protest action
to call for the permanent closure of the
channel. However, the security officers
rejected his request, the source revealed.

The source also disclosed that they
received information on the purported plan
of 300 students to participate in the protest
action through the SMS messages forward-
ed to the officers. Acting on this informa-
tion, the concerned officials deployed a
large number of public security patrols,
policemen and Special Forces at the station
to stop the students from holding the
protest which did not take place since none

By Munaif Nayef
Special to the Arab Times

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 28: Police officers
were put on high alert Thursday after secu-
rity authorities received information on the
alleged plan of about 300 university stu-
dents to hold a demonstration in front of
the Scope TV station in Sharq in protest
against a decision allowing the channel to
operate again.

According to a security source, police
cordoned off the area to prevent any unto-
ward incident. This came after one of the
students went to Sharq Police Station, ask- Continued on Page 43

WASHINGTON, Oct 28, (RTRS): Do you like Marilyn Monroe or
Johnny Cash better? Researchers in California have homed in on
the individual brain cells that help make that choice.

Their findings could eventually lead to new ways to control a
computer using the mind alone, although the researchers do not see
any immediate applications. More interesting to them is what their
experiment reveals about how the brain works.

The brain can “choose” to notice one image over another by
stepping up the activity of one brain cell and stopping the activity
of another, the team at the California Institute of Technology
reported in the journal Nature.

The Caltech researchers took advantage of a completely unrelat-
ed medical trial for treating severe epilepsy. They recruited patients
whose brain tremors could not be treated well by drugs, who had
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JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia, Oct 28, (AFP): Canadian Dr.
Kamran Khan looks at a digitised 3-D map of the world at
the time of the World Cup last June showing the origins
and number of air passengers flying into South Africa that
month.

It also shows disease outbreaks in those departure
locales at exactly the same time: London, England, 29,454
passengers, mumps; Dakar, Senegal, 3,777 passengers,
tuberculosis; Singapore, 5,331 passengers, foot and mouth
disease.

The tool, a product of Khan’s Bio.Diaspora project,
seems obvious: putting together passenger data and health
data to prepare for health emergencies in gatherings of hun-
dreds of thousands or millions of people.

But until recently, precise airline data could not be col-
lated with disease outbreak information for planners of
mass gatherings.

At a three-day symposium on medicine and mass gath-
erings in the Saudi city of Jeddah this week, sponsored by
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OTTAWA, Oct 28, (AFP):
Canadian Muslims have erect-
ed the Arctic’s first minaret,
atop a little yellow mosque
which serves as spiritual home
to the area’s fledgling Islamic
community.

The mosque arrived in
Inuvik last month to serve a
growing Muslim population in
Canada’s far north, after travel-
ing 4,000 kms (2,485 miles)
over land and water.

The minaret — built locally
and installed this week — has
four levels and stands 30 feet
(10 meters) off the ground.

“It’s really beautiful when
we turn on the lights in the
dark,” Amier Suliman, a
mosque committee member,
told AFP on Wednesday.

Only finishing touches —
applying a second coat of paint
inside, and hooking up bath-
room plumbing — remain
before the mosque’s grand
opening next week.

“This is the first minaret to
be erected in the Arctic,”
Suliman said gleefully by tele-
phone.

“Some will say it’s a new
frontier for Islam,” he com-
mented. “But for me what is
significant is that Muslims here
who once prayed on Fridays at
a local Catholic church or in a
trailer now have a proper place
to worship, with a proper
minaret.”

“Now we have a home to
worship in our own hometown.
That’s the most important for
me.”

The number of Muslims in
Inuvik, a town of 4,000 inhabi-
tants in Canada’s Northwest
Territories, has grown steadily
in recent years to about 80 and
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tions aimed at at him and MP Dr. Maasouma
Al-Mubarak accusing them of having a hand
in the release of the two Iranians who were
arrested earlier this year for drug trafficking
and other serious offences.

The case has been the center of the contro-
versy surrounding the Ministry of Interior
(MoI) and its Minister, Sheikh Jaber Al-
Khaled. 

By Nihal Sharaf
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct. 28: Events at the
National Assembly began to heat up on
Thursday with accusations of corruption and
interference in legal procedures being direct-
ed at MPs. 

Parliament General-Secretary, MP Ali Al-
Rashed, denied a newspaper article’s allega- Continued on Page 43

KS E +18.30 pts at closing, Oct 28
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Dow -12.33 pts at closing, Oct 28
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Nasdaq +4.11 pts at closing, Oct 28

FTSE +31.87 pts at closing, Oct 28

Nikkei -21.00 pts at closing, Oct 28

NYMEX crude $82.20 per barrel

Brent crude $83.62 per barrel

3-month $ LIBOR rate 0.287%

US$/KD 0.28135/45

Euro/KD 0.3921

Yen/KD 0.0035

British £/KD 0.4482

Gold $1,333.50 per oz (London)
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Alert on aborted student protest against ‘Scope’

Photo by Anwar Daifallah
Securitymen posted outside the Scope TV station.

300 were to protest broadcast permission Panels ... prisoners

Charges fly early at Assembly

JAIL, HARD LABOR FOR 7 OF 11 IN JIHADIST TRIAL

Acquittal for
Arifjan eight
Stuxnet leap in
cyber warfare

Search for secrets

LONDON, Oct 28, (RTRS): No one
may ever know for sure who built
computer worm Stuxnet or why, but
now it is out there it could prove as
big a game changer for industrial
system security as the Sept 11
attacks were for aviation.

Others compare it to the first
atomic blast — a first clear real-
world demonstration of something
long thought possible that makes it
easier and more likely for others to
follow.

Since its discovery this summer,
spy agencies, security experts, hack-
ers and others — perhaps including
militants — have been scrutinising
Stuxnet to learn and exploit its
secrets.

Most analysts agree it was proba-
bly built by one or more nation states
to target a particular industrial facili-
ty, most likely Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, reprogramming its own con-
trol systems to inflict physical dam-
age.

Proving that is a different matter
altogether. But those who have stud-
ied it closely say it is by far one of
the most sophisticated attacks able to
target the key control systems at the
heart of almost all modern infra-
structure, from nuclear plants and
refineries to transportation and traf-
fic.

“There’s still a lot we don’t under-
stand about Stuxnet,” said Joel
Langill, one of the authors of a new
report into the worm from US-based
group of experts the Cyber Security
Forum Initiative (CSFI). “But what
we do know is it’s a very significant
step forward from anything we’ve
seen before. Understanding Stuxnet
and how it operates is important to
learning how to defend against the
threat.”

If Stuxnet was released by a
Western spy agency to damage Iran,
Langill said, they could ultimately
regret the decision.
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Appeal possible

A Turkish street dancer performs at the Istiklal Avanue in downtown Istanbul,
on Oct 26. (AFP)

This production still photo from the documentary ‘Artic Mosque’ shows a mosque loaded on a barge on the Deh Cho Bridge on the Mackenzie River, Northwest Territories, Canada on
Sept 13. (AFP)

Canadian Muslims erect first minaret in Arctic
Angry electorate turns from Obama

Protection for overseas voters
Virgin hits UK air tax

Newswatch

MANAMA: More than 20 Shiites
accused of being militants who plotted to
overthrow Bahrain’s monarchy pleaded
innocent and alleged they were tortured
as their trial opened in the Sunni-ruled
Gulf state on Thursday.

The trial began amid tight security two
days before a second round of legislative
elections in Bahrain, after Shiite opposi-
tion members won 18 of parliament’s 40
seats in the first round on Oct 23.

Twenty-five of the 27 defendants
appeared before the High Criminal Court
in Manama charged with “forming an ille-
gal organisation, resorting to terrorism,
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Johnny Cash or Monroe?
How our brain can choose

Tech helps reduce health
threat at mass gatherings


